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NEW _YORK'S ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
UNDER THE FEDERAL LIBRARY SERVICES ACT, 1956-60 


A Talk by Jean L. Connor, Associate Library Supervisor, New York 
State, Library Extension Division, at Federal-State Relations 
Committee Meeting, NYLA Conference, Syracuse 


Our times have brought a whole new range of fabrics. It is the age 
of synthetics, "miracle fabrics". There are nylon, dacron, orlon and a 
host of others. No one fiber is perfect for all needs, so we have blended 
them for greater wearability. We've grown used to a tag on a blouse or 
shirt which reads 65 percent dacron and 35 percent cotton, or a label on 
a suit which says 85 percent wool and 15 percent nylon. It is the combin- 
ation of materials which is important. 


Quietly, right under our noses, there has been a revolution going on 
in the fabric of public library service. There is a new blend. Local, 
state and federal governments are working together for the improvement of 
rural public library service. The resulting cloth is new, better than any 


one of these governments could do alone. You might say that the 65 percent 
dacron, 35 percent cotton combination has come to library service. 


I will describe the accomplishments with federal funds—the nylon part 
of a nylon-wool combination, but don't forget that the wool is there in 
greater proportion. State and local efforts for rural public library serv- 
ice make up and rightly so the major fiber in this blend. 


In June, 1956, the Federal Library Services Act was passed. It came 
as a result of hard work and 10 years of effort by the American Library 
Association, and with it, we began a new chapter in the history of public 
library service. For the first time grants were made by the federal govern- 
ment to the states for public library service. The purpose of the Act is 
"to promote the further extension by the several states of public library 
services to rural areas without such services or with inadequate services." 
Two limitations should be noted: The grants were for public library service 
only, not school. The grants were for rural service 
only, not urban. The Act was for a five-year period, 
to terminate June 30, 1961. A major legislative 
victory, in the last special session of Congress, 
brought an extension of the Act for an additional 
five years to June 30, 1966. 


New Blend in Library Development 
The fiscal provisions of the Act are that the 
grants are made to the states on the basis of the 


rurality of the state. The funds are matched by the 
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states on the basis of their per capita income. New York State received 
$40,000 the first year and $249,152 this past year. The total of grants 
in four years is just over $600,000. The introduction of federal funds 
into the state library picture is the new "fiber" in our "library cloth" 
It is important that we consider briefly the extent and nature of rural 
library service in New York State before the Library Services Act, if we 
are to see the changes which have occurred since. 


Rural Library Typical in New York State 


It is clear that the problem of rural library service, that of making 
accessible to all rural people library service equal in quality to that 
offered by the best of our city public libraries, is a real problem and 
one not easily solved. In New York State, approximately 20 percent of our 
population live in rural areas, (communities of less than 10,000). In 
1956, there were 14 million people, or 10 percent of our population, with- 
out free legal access to public libraries. Many more were served by small, 
inadequate libraries. The typical library in New York State is a rural 
library. Four out of five of our libraries serve rural communities. In 
1956, two thirds of all the libraries in the State had total annual budgets 
of less than $5,000 a year. Rural libraries were staffed mainly by persons 
who, however well-meaning, lacked any training for their work. Even more 
important, there was no training available to them below the graduate pro- 
fessional level. In 1956, there were only eight library systems plus the 
Watertown Regional Center operating in New York State. The picture of in- 
adequacy—small libraries with inadequate funds, inadequate staff, isolated 
without cooperative service agreements, is further deepened by the inade- 
quacy of the State Library Extension Division in 1956. There were only 
four consultants to serve the needs of over 600 libraries in the 62 coun- 
ties. While these consultants valiantly tried to run the merry-go-round 
and visit everyone once in three years, in actual fact some libraries went 
as long as 7 to 15 years between visits. 


This, then, was the picture in 1956, when the Library Services Act 
was passed; when nylon, you might say, was introduced. 1956 is a memorable 
year in library history for two other reasons. In 1956, the American Li- 
brary Association published new standards, Public Library Service. The 
most important single recommendation of this document is the concept of 
cooperation, that only as libraries work together can they meet the needs 
of their readers. In the same year Dr. James E. Allen, Jr., Commissioner 
of Education, appointed the Commissioner's Committee on Public Library 
Service. This committee surveyed the state scene, with particular refer- 
ence to our State aid program. It early became apparent that this com- 
mittee would recommend the further development of library systems in New 
York State. 


The New York plan under the Library Services Act was developed with 
these principles in mind: The plan should be an incentive plan. There was 
not enough money to make regular cash grants to approximately 500 rural 
libraries and accomplish anything. The plan should be a statewide plan, 
giving a "spark" to all areas. The plan should stimulate the development 
of cooperative action, as recommended in the ALA standards and by the Com- 
missioner's Committee report. The plan should recognize the importance 
of adequate staff both at the state extension level and community library 
level. 
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In outlining our accomplishments under the Act, one is faced with 
singling out of a whole pattern of progress those strands which are fed- 
eral. It is not an easy task. For the fabric is truly a blend, and it 
is strong precisely because it is interwoven in cooperative effort. I will 
outline our accomplishments with federal funds under these major headings: 
the improvement of the structure of rural library service; the stimulation 
of improved quality of library services; the strengthening of library book 
and material resources; and the program of education for librarianship. 


Improvement of Structure of Rural Library Service 


Great strides have been made in library system development since 1956. 
There have been two revisions in law, providing for the formation of co- 
operative library systems and increased State aid. Almost 90 percent* of 
the people of the State and 56 of the counties are now served by library 
systems. Fourteen library systems (this figure includes the North Country 
System) have been organized since 1956. State grants in aid totaled approx- 
imately 4 million last year and will reach 6% million this year. We ex- 
pect that within 2-3 more years all persons will have legal access to a 
public library and that all rural libraries will be able to draw through 
a library system upon the resources of larger library collections. 


How have we used the small amount of federal money, in this picture? 
First, we have spent approximately $174,000 in four years on salaries. 
We have more than doubled the size of the state field consultant staff 
since 1956. These consultants have been of great help in assisting and 
interpreting the concept of library systems and their legal nature. It 
is not an overstatement to say that we simply would not have had such a 
rapid expansion of system services without the state staff to assist in 
the organizational work. Second, we have assisted the local system plan- 
ning committees by making small grants-in-aid ($200 each) to them for the 
promotional work necessary to bring library systems into being. Grants 
have also been made to trustees and librarians to enable them to visit and 
study the work of established library systems. Third, we have demonstrated 
the values of a cooperative library structure by some experiments in chil- 
dren's, young adult and reference services. 


Stimulation of Improved Quality of Services 


There are a group of accomplishments which might be called "the im- 
provement of services". The role of the Library Services Act has not been 
‘to provide the services, but to stimulate or spark experiments in the im- 
provement of their quality. Combining these two objectives, the improve- 
ment of structure and improvement of services, we have conducted five co- 
operative projects. 


There has been a cooperative project in children's work among 17 li- 
braries in Steuben, Yates and Allegany Counties. There was a science proj- 
ect in Niagara, Orleans and Genesee Counties. There have been two young 
adult cooperative projects. The first involved 20 libraries in Orange, 
Sullivan and Ulster Counties. In the second, there were 25 participating 
libraries from Chautauqua and Cattaraugus Counties. The objectives of this 
latter are perhaps typical of them all. The objectives were: to promote 
interest in public library service to young adults; to improve techniques 
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of service to young adults; and to develop an understanding of the values 
of cooperative planning and action. In all cases, there are now library 
systems in the areas where we had these projects. 


Another service experiment, slightly different in nature, has been 
aimed at improvement in communications. Teletype has been financed in five 
library systems, with the objective of improving interloan service between 
these systems and the State Library. In these same systems, grants were 
made for rural telephone service to improve communications between the small 
community libraries and the central libraries and system headquarters. We 
regard this use of teletype as experimental and hope to learn from it. Also, 
within the consultant staff of Library Extension Division, we have added 
specialists in the fields of children's, young adult and adult services. 
Their help, in their respective specialties, is increasingly important in 
the consultant services of the Extension Division. 


In two other fields, the fields of centralized processing and bookmo- 
bile service, we have published manuals for library systems. A major ex- 
penditure of Library Services Act funds has been for the bookmobile project. 
With a bookmobile purchased with federal funds, two demonstrations have 
been conducted: first, in the Southern Adirondack System area; currently, 
in the Southern Tier area. In all, about 60 rural communities previously 
without library service are now receiving bookmobile service. A reader 
in one of these communities commented, "Bookmobile service is one of the 
nicest things that has happened in our town in a long time". In the coming 
year, we plan to add several more bookmobile units, so that more systems 
will be able to experiment with the response to bookmobile service in their 
area, study bookmobile costs, plan routes, etc. 


Strengthening Library Resources 


A sizeable amount of federal funds, approximately $180,000 in four 
years, has gone into the provision of library materials. We have purchased 
books, not with the mistaken concept that we would or should be able to 
supply all rural libraries in the State with adequate collections, but 
rather to help us demonstrate, "spark" and teach. To illustrate the prin- 
ciple of cooperation, 66 rotating collections were loaned in the past year 
to 14 circuits. In addition, 16,000 volumes were loaned to assist newly 
established library systems. We have also purchased books for instructional 
purposes, for use in workshops, and to illustrate principles of book selec- 
tion for different age groups. 


With federal funds, we have initiated a new service—the provision 
of films and records at the state level for rural libraries and library 
systems. Currently, we have over 600 films in the collection and seven 
circuits operating in the State. The record collection comprises 1,000 
records, stressing expensive items not likely to be owned by small librar- 
ies. Language records are popular. The Act has enabled us to initiate 
one more aspect of modern library service. 


Program of Education 


One of the most obvious needs of rural libraries, as stated to us by 
the librarians, themselves, was training for community librarians. There 
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are about 475 rural libraries in the State serving less than 5,000 popula- 
tion, libraries too small to afford and secure a professional librarian. 
In the first three years of the program, approximately 40 workshops were 
given throughout the State, reaching almost all of these rural libraries. 
Children's services and reference services were stressed. From these ex- 


periments in training came a demand for a more thorough basic training 
program. 


A community librarians training program has been undertaken. In it 
we do not attempt to train professional librarians, but only to improve 
the quality of library service. The program was first offered in the spring 
of 1960 and has been expanded this fall. Five courses are given in rotation 
in nine centers: library management, children's services, young adult serv- 
ices, adult services and reference service. With our present staff, it 
will probably take two and a half years before additional centers can be 
opened to cover the remaining areas of the State. 


The recruiting of college graduates for graduate study for professional 
librarianship is a parallel effort. Grants of from $350 to $2,000 are 
offered on the basis of competitive examination. Forty-five such grants 
have been awarded since the start of the Act, with the result that 45 more 
graduate librarians are available to meet the needs of public libraries 
and library systems serving rural readers. 


An additional aspect of this educational program, designed to meet 
the needs of our rapidly developing library systems, is an annual confer- 
ence for system staff. The first conference held in Cazenovia in 1959 was 
on field consultant work. The second in Glens Falls in 1960 included system 
staff, system trustees and central library directors. The theme was the 
role of the central library. In addition, we have begun, as yet only in 
a limited way, a program for trustees. A total of 20 grants is made to 
trustees of rural libraries to attend a conference at Columbia University, 
the ALA trustees meeting at Montreal and this NYLA Conference. 


I spoke at the outset, of a new blend, a new fabric of library service, 
comprised of federal, state and local effort. I have here described one 
part of the blend. In summary, I believe that the federal funds, although 
small, have: stimulated planning to meet rural needs; hastened the devel- 
opment of library systems; and deepened the efforts to secure quality serv- 
ice for all readers. These have been both historic and rewarding years. 


---* Since this talk was given on October 13, 1960, there has been addi- 
tional library system growth. For latest figures, see box score below: 








January, 1961 


Libraries 490 





Systems 21 
Counties 59 
Wholly served 37 
Partially served 22 
Population served 13,695,231 


Percent of State 92.3 


45,300.1 
94.5 






Area served (sq. miles) 
Percent of State 
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Recent Books 


A SELECTION 


Suggested by Book Information Section 
Florence Boochever, Editor Mrs. Ruth R. Gambee 


Recommendations: *of first interest; P for prisons; 
R for reformatories; H for mental hospitals. 
(Omission of "Y" does not necessarily mean unsuitability for young adults.) 


Nonfiction 


PR *Bashkiroff, Zenaide. Nights are longest there. Holt. $4.95. 


H 


Vivid re-creation of the author's girlhood in Russia, from early mem- 
ories of aristocratic ease to an adolescence of separation, hardship 
and humiliation on their appropriated estate during Revolutionary years, 
as she learned to love her wise, indomitable grandmother and understand 
her wayward parents. Photographs. Appendix. B or 92 
Imperial tragedy, by Noble Frankland (Coward-McCann. $3.95. B or 92) 
is a tempered, succinct interpretation, based on letters, memoirs and 
authoritative histories, of the gentle but weak Nicholas II of Russia, 
brought to bitter abdication and assassination by a fateful combination 
of Revolutionary upheaval, war and the misdirected domination of his 
beloved Queen Alexandra. Photographs. Notes, sources. 


Brosnan, Jim. The long season. Harper. $3.95. 

St. Louis Cardinal pitcher "Professor" Brosnan offers his journal of 
the 1959 season, candidly revealing in breezy style his everyday con- 
cerns and trials, contacts with famed colleagues, and operation of a 
team from Florida training to final game. 796.332 


Buckingham, W.S. Automation: its impact on business and people. Harper. 
$4.50. 

The director of the School of Industrial Management at Georgia Institute 
of Technology informs the layman in lucid, concise style on automation's 
fundamental principles, history, and social and economic implications. 
Index. 338.45 


The Common Sense Series. Macmillan. $2.95 ea. 

Conquest, Robert. Common sense about Russia. 947 .084 
Wint, Guy. Common sense about China. 951.05 
Sampson, Anthony. Common sense about Africa. 967 
Panikkar, K.M. Common sense about India. 954.04 
Childers, E.B. Common sense about the Arab world. 956 
The first five volumes in a projected series designed to provide a 
brief, objective introduction by specialists for the general reader. 
Further titles are in preparation. 


Copland, Aaron. Copland on music. Doubleday. $3.95. 

"Selection of occasional pieces...written over a span of more than 
thirty years," containing incisive and instructive opinions on music 
theory, European festivais, musical personalities and their impact, 
mainly of the contemporary scene. 780.8 
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Cottrell, Leonard. The lost Pharaohs. Holt. $5. 

The persevering efforts of archeologists of many nationalities, the 
world of ancient Egypt they uncovered, its rulers, awesome pyramids 
and temples are described with a casual authority "for the amateur." 
Photographs. Bibliography, index. 913.32 


Cowles, Virginia. The great swindle, the story of the South Seas bub- 
ble. Harper. $3.95. 

Wild stock manipulation in overseas ventures, perpetrated by French 
and English nobility and involving every level of a generally corrupt 
society, came to a disastrous end, as described in this careful ex- 
ploration of a minor but fantastic event of the early 18th century. 
Photographs. Index. 332.645 


Creger, Ralph, & Creger, Carl. This is what we found. Lyle Stuart. 
$2; $1 soft cover. 

Expansion of a high school history assignment for Carl, the present 
essay is a simple, cogent survey of the Negro in America and a father- 
son's honest expression of feeling about the relations of whites and 
Negroes. Notes, bibliography. 967 


Derry, Sam. The Rome escape line. Norton. $3.95. 

The effort to shelter almost 4,000 Allied fugitive soldiers behind 
German lines in the Italian campaign of 1943-44 is vividly described 
by the British commander of the daring underground operation, aided 
by a charming Monsignor and brave civilians. Photographs. 940.547 


Durant, John. Highlights of the Olympics. Hastings. $3.95. 

Compact survey presented in terms of greatest athletes and events, from 
Grecian beginnings in 776 B.C., renascence in 1896 to present worldwide 
prominence. Photographs. Olympic records, index. 796.48 


Eastman, E.R. How to speak and write for rural audiences. interstate 
Printers & Publishers (19-27 North Jackson St., Danville, Ill.) $3.95. 
Communication by the written and spoken word is the subject of a straight- 
forward book of fundamentals by the well-known president of American 
Agriculturist who modestly relates his own experiences in "word car- 
pentering" as he discusses how to get started, editing a farm paper and 
other facets of successful work. Photographs. Index. 808 


Eberhart, Richard. Collected poems, 1930-1960. Oxford. $6. 
Eighty-one new poems are added to selections of earlier work by the em- 
inent American poet whose verse is varied and thought-provoking. 811.52 


Erskine, W.F. White water; an Alaskan adventure. Abelard-Schuman. 
$4.95. 

Superb true episodes in the 30-year span of the author's sailing ex- 
periences along the rugged coast of Alaska in the interests of the 
family firm, outgrowth of Baranov's "Company" in Kodiak, recounting 
the attainment of his "life's ambition'"—the hard-earned master mar- 
iner's license. Charts, photographs. 917.98 


PR *Fischer, Louis. Russia, America and the world. Harper. $4.50. 


H 


A seasoned author and observer of foreign affairs makes a succinct and 
cogent assessment of the international stance of leading and emerging 
powers, sounding an essentially positive note in suggested programs 
and attitudes for world harmony. Index. 909 .82 


PH Soviet foreign policy after Stalin, by D.J. Dallin (Lippincott. $7.95. 
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327.47) is the noted, Russian-American political scientist's large- 
scaled, scholarly exposition designed to "unravel Soviet ideological 
innovations, slogans, and formulas and to translate them into realistic, 
distinctive actions" as viewed since 1953. Maps. Index. 


Fuller, A.C. A foot in the door; the life appraisal of the original 
Fuller brush man as told to Hartzell Spence. McGraw-Hill. $4.50. 

Frank, dryly humorous account of a Nova Scotian farm boy's high-principled 
determination to conduct the humane and highly successful brush business. 
Photographs. Index. B or 92 


Gordis, Robert. A faith for moderns. Bloch. $5. 

The "spiritual autobiography" of a rabbi and professor of theology who 
thoughtfully examines traditions of the past and affirms the vitality 
of religion for today. Index. 200 


PR *Holman-Hunt, Diana. My grandmothers and I. Norton. $3.95. 


H 


British manor living of the 1920s and the independent, fanciful nature 
of the eminent Victorian painter's granddaughter are preeminent in her 
lively autobiography of childhood and youth, dominated by eccentric, 
lovable relatives and servants. Photographs. 828 .914 


PR *Kissinger, H.A. The necessity for choice, prospects of American foreign 


H 


policy. Harper. $5.50. 

Written under the auspices of the Center for International Affairs, 
Harvard University, this forthright study ably considers major problems 
in foreign policy and defense, offering alternatives where possible. 
Index. 327.73 


Lawrence, E.L. Gardens in winter. Harper. $4.50. 

Thoreau's "All the year is a spring" is the watchword of this chatty, 
literate discourse, sharing experiences of correspondents from many 
climes on flowers and shrubs that give surprise and delight through 
fall and winter months. Map, drawings. Sources of plants, bibliog- 
raphy, index. 635.95 


Leder, L.H. Robert Livingston, 1654-1728, and the politics of colonial 
New York. Univ. of North Carolina. $6. 

Copious quotes mainly from manuscripts reinforce this sympathetic and 
scholarly "case study of a wily Scotsman with his eye to the main 
chance," illuminating his connection with the "issues, personalities 
and motivations of a formative epoch" in our history. Endpaper map, 
portrait. Bibliographical note, index. B or 92 


PR *Lomax, Alan. The folk songs of North America in the English language. 


H 


Doubleday. $7.50. 

Over 300 melodies with their origins represent a rich musical tradition 
from all sections of the land, pioneering occupations, events celebrating 
love, violence, religious fervor, hard times. Music arranged for guitar 
and banjo; with 100 piano arrangements. Endpaper maps, drawings. Book- 
list, discography, indexes. 784.4 


PR *Moorehead, Alan. The White Nile. Harper. $5.95. 


H 


An interesting variety of maps and photographs enhance this dramatic, 
smoothly flowing account of the intrepid adventurers and explorers 

of "the mightiest river on the earth" in their 19th century quest to 
establish its age-old mysterious sources in Central and East Africa. 
Notes, index. 962 
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Sahara: desert of destiny, by Georg Gerster (Coward-McCann. $5. 
916.611) is a colorful, comprehensive report by a Swiss journalist of 
the French Sahara where the classic landscape of date palm, camel, 
tribesman and ancient Tassili friezes contrasts with growing mechaniza- 
tion, industrial research and development. Endpaper map, photographs. 
Glossary, bibliography, index. 


PR *Richardson, R.S. The fascinating world of astronomy. McGraw-Hill. 


H 


$5.95. 

Popular introduction to "the wonders of the universe, so rapidly un- 
folding," describing in question and answer form the astronomer's job, 
telescopes and measurements, the stars and constellations of the solar 
system. Star maps, photographs. Index. 523 


Sangster, W.E. Can I know God? and other sermons. Abingdon. $2.75. 
This collection of 17 homilies by a British Methodist Home Mission 
Secretary, couched in direct and arresting language, is based on ser- 
mons best remembered by his primarily working class audiences. 252 


PR *Stuart, Jesse. God's oddling; the story of Mick Stuart, my father. 


H 


McGraw-Hill. $4.95. 

Flavorful sketches reprinted from magazines recall the eastern Kentucky 
hills where the author's proud, independent father tilled the rough 

land in summer and worked in the coal mines in the winter, always aiming 
to give his children the schooling he never had. 818.52 


Todd, A.L. Abandoned; the story of the Greely expedition 1881-1884. 
McGraw-Hill. $5 SD 


Based on authentic sources including unpublished papers, this gripping 


chronicle "is essentially one of...physical and moral courage...in the 
distant, early days of Arctic work." Map, photographs. Index. 919.8 


Van Ess, Dorothy. Fatima and her sisters. Day. $4. 

As director of a girls school in Basrah from 1912-55, the author brings 
sympathetic understanding and a wealth of fascinating anecdote to her 
description of Arab friends and their exotic family customs and taboos. 
Photographs. Index. 301.42 


Werstein, Irving. The blizzard of '88. Crowell. $4.50. 

This brief, kaleidoscopic narration dramatizes the effect on certain 
citizens, commuters, profiteers and fire-fighters of the snowfall that 
blanketed Pittsfield, Mass. with 20 ft. and left the East and especially 
New York City helpless and disaster-ridden. Photographs. 973.8 


Fiction 


Gallie, Menna. Man's desiring. Harper. $3.50. 

With the originality, humor and rhythmic speech that characterized 
Strike for a kingdom (1960), this entertaining, satiric novel sees 
ebullient Griff Rowlands leaving his Welsh village to teach mathematics 
in an English university where he makes friends and finds a sweetheart 
in a clever English instructor. 


Godden, Jon. A winter's tale. Knopf. $3.95. 

Snowbound in a remote, English country house, a successful, middle-aged 
writer indulges in a desultory affair with a young actress, and this 
exquisitely written novel discloses the strange, fateful drama that 
ensues from a beautiful Alsatian dog's jealous love. 
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Godden, Rumer. China court. Viking. $4.50. 

When young Tracy returns from the United States to England to attend 
her beloved grandmother's funeral, the family country house, China 
Court, yields up its past in kaleidoscopic chapters patterned after 
the medieval Book of Hours that reveal character and situations over 
five generations. 


Greene, Graham. A burnt-out case. Viking. $3.95. 

A famous architect arrives incognito in a Congo leproserie and, spirit- 
ually "burnt-out," in conversations with the priests and doctor, he 
regains something of lost purpose, this cerebral, provocative novel 
interestingly details. For the thoughtful reader. 


Moll, Elick. Memoir of spring. Putnam. $3. 

Alone in New York, a successful, Jewish writer of motion picture scores 
seeks orientation as he recalls humorous and melancholy episodes of his 
youth and persons who influenced him. 


Sharp, Margery. Something light. Little. $3.95. 

Attractive Lovisa, 30, on her own, decides that her fondness for men 
should take a different turn from her taking care of them, and so she 
embarks on a matrimonial junket that makes engaging reading. 


Snow, C.P. Time of hope. Scribner. $4.95. 

Chronologically first in the "Strangers and Brothers" series, this well- 
written novel introduces the leading character, Lewis Eliot, describing 
his early life, study of the law and marriage. 


Taylor, Elizabeth. In a summer season. Viking. $3.95. 

How the insecurity of widowed Kate's marriage to charming Dermot 10 
years her junior is heightened by the return of their neighbors in the 
country outside London forms the core of a finely written novel, subtly 
revealing the conflict in generations when beguiling Araminta Thornton 
casts her spell on Kate's 22-year-old son and Dermot as well, bringing 
tragedy in her wake. 


Yellen, Samuel. The wedding band. Atheneum. $3.75. 

The unlike background of her expressive, immigrant Jewish father and 
her restrained, Gentile mother is evoked in a thoughtful, first-person 
narrative by their oldest daughter, an unmarried college professor. 


On February 10, the Onondaga County Board of Supervisors approved a 
resolution providing for 10 cents per capita assistance to a cooperative 
library system for the county, once formed. A committee of library trus- 
tees is presently engaged in studying the possible structure and function 
of such an organization. In addition, public and association libraries 
already chartered will be eligible for a single improvement grant of up 
to $5,000 and communities planning new libraries can obtain up to the same 
maximum amount toward meeting establishment costs. Such aid to localities 
will be incentive, with the county matching funds raised by the libraries. 
— The complete text of the Onondaga County resolution can be obtained by 
writing: Library Extension Division, Albany 1, New York. 
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Do Not Overlook: (Nonfiction) 


Baerwald, Marcus, & Mahoney, Tom. The story of jewelry. Abelard-Schuman. 
$6.50. 739.27 
Baruch, B.M. Baruch: the public years. Holt. $6. B or 92 
Battisti, Eugenio. Giotto. Skira. $5.75. 759.5 
Bentwich, N.D. Israel resurgent. Praeger. $6.50. 956.94 
Burgess, Alan. Seven men at daybreak. Dutton. $3.95. 940 .534 
Christy, John. Of men and cars. Ziff-Davis. $3.95. 796.72 
Clancy, L.B. & Davies, Florence. The believer; the life story of Mrs. 

Henry Ford. Coward-McCann. $4. B or 92 
Costain, T.B. The chord of steel; the story of the invention of the 

telephone. Doubleday. $3.95. B or 92 
Croft, Michael. Red carpet to China. St. Martin's Press. $5. 915.1 
Curtayne, Alice. The Irish story; a survey of Irish history and 

culture. Kenedy. $3.95. 941.5 
Cutler, J.H. Put it on the front page, please! Washburn. $3.95. 071.448 
Dobie, J.F. I'1l tell you a tale. Little. $6.50. 398.2 
Doshay, L.J. Parkinson's disease. Lippincott. $3.25. 616.833 
Draper, Theodore. American Communism and Soviet Russia. Viking. 

$8.50. 335.43 
Dubridge, L.A. Introduction to space. Columbia Univ. $2.50. 629.1388 
Durrell, Lawrence. Prospero's cell, and Reflections on a marine Venus. 

Dutton. $5. 914.955 
Eichelberger, C.M. UN: the first fifteen years. Harper. $2.75. 341.13 
Eifert, V.S. Land of the snowshoe hare. Dodd. $4. 574.97 
Eisner, Will. A pictorial arsenal of America's combat weapons. 

Sterling. $3.95. 623.4 
Emery, Edwin, & others. Introduction to mass communications. Dodd. 

$5. 808 
Fleming, T.J. Now we are enemies, the story of Bunker Hill. St. 

Martin's. $5. 973.3312 
Fowler, J.M., ed. Fallout; a study of superbombs, strontium 90 

and survival. Basic Books. $5.50. 614.715 
Fredericks, P.G. The great adventure; America in the First World War. 

Dutton. $4.75. 940 .373 
Gee, K.F. Make your own model railway track. Branford. $2. 625.19 
Girtin, Tom. Nothing but the best; the tradition of English craftsmen 

from Edwardian to Elizabethan. McDowell. $3.95. 331.794 
Golf magazine. Golf magazine's pro pointers and stroke savers. Harper. 

$4.95. 796.352 
Gollwitzer, Gerhard. Express yourself in drawing. Sterling. $2.95. 741.4 
Hancock, Ralph, & Weston, J.A. The lost treasure of Cocos Island. 

Nelson. $5. 910.453 
Harrer, Heinrich. The white spider; the story of the north face of the 

Eiger. Dutton. $6.95. 914.97 
Hubbard, A.H. This land of ours; community and conservation projects 

for citizens. Macmillan. $4.95. 719 
Hughes, Toni, pseud. (Griffis, M.H.) Fun with shapes in space. 

Dutton. $5.95. 745.5 
Huxley, A.L. On art and artists. Harper. $3.95. 704.9 
Ickis, Marguerite. The book of Christmas. Dodd. $3.50. 394.268 

. Handicrafts and hobbies for recreation and retire- 

ment. Dodd. $4. 745.5 

Jebb, Lady Caroline. With dearest love to all, the life and letters of 
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Lady Jebb, by Mary Reed Bobbitt. Regnery. $5. B or 92 
Karlsen, Arne, & Tiedemann, Anker. Made in Denmark, a picture-book 

about modern Danish arts and crafts. Reinhold. $7.95. 740 
Kelley, Stanley. Political campaigning. Brookings. $3.50. 329 
Keyes, F.P. Roses in December. Doubleday. $4.95. 818.52 
Kimche, Jon, & Kimche, David. A clash of destinies; the Arab-Jewish War 

and the founding of the State of Israel. Praeger. $4.95. 956.94 
Kuhn, R.A. New hope for stroke victims. Appleton. $4. 616.81 
Lafuente Ferrari, Enrique. Velazquez. Skira. $5.75. 759 .6 
Lomask, Milton. Andrew Johnson: President on trial. Farrar. $6. B or 92 
MacIver, R.M. Life, its dimensions and its bounds. Harper. $3. 577 
Maritain, Jacques. The responsibility of the artist. Scribner. $2.95. 

701.1 
Marryat, Frederick. Diary in America. Indiana Univ. $6.95. 917.3 
Maus, C.P. & others, comps. The church and the fine arts. Harper. 

$6.95. 270.082 
Moore, Patrick. A guide to the stars. Norton. $4.95. 523.8 
Nordmark, 0J'e. Course in beginning oil painting. Reinhold. 4 vols. 

$3.95. ea. 751.45 
Nourse, A.E. Nine planets. Harper. $5.95. 523 
Nowell, Elizabeth. Thomas Wolfe. Doubleday. $5.95. B or 92 
Payne, P.S.R. The splendor of Greece. Harper. $5.95. 914.95 
Pilkington, Roger. Small boat to the Skagerrak. St. Martin's. $5. 914.8 
Pollinger, Gerald. Model railways as a pastime. Taplinger. $3. 625.19 
Pope, Dudley. Decision at Trafalgar. Lippincott. $5.95. 940.27 
Priestley, J.B. Literature and Western man. Harper. $6.95. 809 .03 
Quennell, Peter. The sign of the fish. Viking. $4.50. B or 92 
Richardson, H.W. Freehand lettering. Sterling. $4.95. 745.6 
Ross, Ishbel. Silhouette in diamonds; the life of Mrs. Potter 

Palmer. Harper. $5. B or 92 
Shapley, Harlow, ed. Science ponders religion. Appleton. $5. 215 
Sloane, Eric. Return to Taos, a sketchbook of roadside Americana. 

Funk. $6.50. 917.3 
Snyder, L.L. The war; a concise history, 1939-1945.Messner.$7.95. 940.53 
Sports illustrated. Book of horseback riding. Lippincott. $2.75. 798.2 
Stravinskii, I.F. & Craft, Robert. Memories and commentaries. 

Doubleday. $3.95. B or 92° 
U.S. Air Force. Air Training Command. Fundamentals of guided missiles. 

Aero Pub. $12.50. 623.4519 
Van Doren, Dorothy. Men, women and cats. Appleton. $3.75. 818.52 
Warren, R.P. You, emperors, and others: poems 1957-1960. Random. 

$3.50. 811.52 
Wilhelmina, Queen of the Netherlands. Lonely but not alone. McGraw- 

Hill. $5.95. B or 92 
Woolf, L.S. Sowing; an autobiography of the years 1880-1904. Harcourt. 

$4.50. B or 92 


Note: The titles listed above have been examined and are worth purchase. 
Due to lack of space and unavailability of advance copies when they are 
requested, many good books are not reviewed at the time of publication. 
This listing attempts to repair previous omissions. 
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A PERSONAL POINT OF VIEW: 
On the Librarian's InfluencemActive - Passive? 


By Dorothy M. Broderick, Public Library Children's Consultant 
Library Extension Division, New York State Library 


Last summer I read The Adventures of Richard Hannay for the first time. 
I read it lying on the sand on Cape Cod and taking a swim between chapters. 
It was an enjoyable experience; it would have been perfect if one thought 
had not kept recurring. "If only I'd read it as a teen-ager," I kept think- 
ing. "How I'd have loved Richard Hannay." But I didn't read it as a teen- 
ager because there was no one to tell me about John Buchan. 


I don't know what delight a child finds in Alice in Wonderland, Tom 
Sawyer or Caddie Woodlawn. I was an adult when I first encountered these 
books and all the others that we say belong to the children of the world. 
Perhaps I am wrong in thinking that I would have better understood the 
rebellion I felt at having to give up playing football if I had had tomboy 
Caddie to share the experience with me. I'1l never know because there is 
no going back and when we try to blend desires and dreams we often come 
up with the lie called memory. 


It wasn't that I didn't read. I read everything in sight; everything 
the local library offered. But of those endless hours spent with books 
my only concrete memory is of the now vanished three-in-one volumes of 
sports stories. These I remember because they were a bonus in an era when 
we were limited to two books a week and because I once bested the class 
bully by hitting him over the head with one of them. No wonder I grew up 
believing that books are weapons in man's fight for freedom. 


The librarian was a nothing. Her only words were those we cringe at 
now: sh-h-h, quiet, get out. She never suggested a book, offered an opin- 
ion, nor seemed glad to see us. We were obviously a burden to be borne. 
She never even gave us the satisfaction of acting as though we were a chal- 
lenge to be mastered. We were nothing to her; she was nothing ‘to us. 


I feel I have been cheated. And each time I read Bequest of Wings 
I wonder how many other children are being cheated of their literary her- 
itage because Annis Duff is not their mother. 


All over the country there are libraries failing to offer youth a 
chance to stretch its mind and widen its horizons. These libraries offer 
pablum in the form of the Bobbsey Twins and Hardy Boys when youth wants 
and is able to absorb steak. And when the first wild fling of youthful 
reading is over, what remains? A dull memory of hours spent in pleasant 
but deadening reading. Is it any wonder that after childhood fewer and 
fewer people read? We have made reading as unstimulating as a television 
western and since it is harder to read than to look television gains those 
we have failed to hold. 


The poet Gibran asks in his poem on Friendship, "What is your friend 
that you seek him with hours to kill? Seek him always with hours to live." 
For me, this is what books are: hours to live. They are hours to live in 
early England with Rosemary Sutcliff's heroes; a trip to the Midwest and 
making friends with Homer Price; the sheer delight of Mr. Popper; the re- 
alism of pioneer life in Steele's Winter Danger and The Lone Hunt. 
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In the children's books of the last 30 years a child may "escape" to 
live among the first men or make a trip to Mars. He may laugh himself 
silly with Pippi Longstocking or weep for the King of the Wind. He may 
discover the meaning of courage with Mafatu in Call It Courage or the mean- 
ing of America in Johnny Tremain. 


Somehow we have come to think that only the very simple can be a source 
of delight. We forget that the real thrill is in tackling the best and 
defeating it. Anyone can run the 100 yards of the football field when it 
is empty; the challenge is in accomplishing the feat when 11 opponents are 
trying to stop you. And so it is with books. After the first Nancy Drew 
or Rosamund DuJardin or Judy Bolton, the challenge is over and all that 
follows is best likened to reading the cereal box printing: we know what 
it says and we read with our eyes only. 


Real reading experiences are done with our brains and our hearts, not 
only with our eyes. And such experiences can come only from books which 
possess integrity, style and a portion of the fundamental truth of life. 
They are found in books written by men and women who respect youth, who 
have an innate appreciation of the ability of young people to recognize 
quality when it is offered them. 


When people say to me, "That's all well and good but the children in 
my library just love the Hardy Boys," I have but one answer: Youth wants 
only the best until we, the adults, teach it to accept mediocrity. 


But remember, somewhere in your town there is a child unwilling to 
settle for mediocrity. He may come from a non-reading family; he may have 
a non-reading teacher. He has unformulated dreams of greatness and you 
are his sole guide to the world of books. Do you want him to say in later 
years, "The librarian was a nothing?" Or would you like him to say, "It 
was the librarian who offered me a world I didn't even know existed." 


The choice is yours and it is never too late to begin. 


2e2 229280272 99 9 


BOOK NOTES 


The five picture books I liked best from 1960 are: 


Bemelmans, Ludwig. Welcome Home. Harper, 1960. $3.99. 
A vitally alive book with breathtaking pictures. 


Adams. Scribner, 1960. $2.95. 
Delightful, expressive pictures bring new life to an old tale. 


Brown, Marcia. Tamarindo! Scribner, 1960. $2.95. 
Set in Sicily; drawn with skill; gay colors. 


Merrill, Jean. Shan's Lucky Knife; illustrated in color by Ronni Solbert. 
Scott, 1960. $3. 

An old Burmese folk tale retold with vigor and illustrated to perfec- 
tion. 


Mother Goose. Whit- 
tlesey House, 1960. $2. 
Laughing-out-loud pictures of which Galdone is master. 
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SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY ON LIBRARY BUILDINGS 
Public Libraries 


American Library Association. Plans for Six Public Library Buildings. 
(Public Library Reporter, No. 8). Chicago, ALA, 1959. 


Boaz, Martha (ed.). A Living Library; Report of a Symposium on Library 
Design and Planning Problems. Los Angeles, Univ. of Southern California 
Press, 1958. 

Galvin, H.R. and Van Buren, M. The Small Public Library Building. (Unesco: 
Public Library Manual #10) New York, Columbia Univ. Press, 1959. 

Ian, Grad and Greenberg, Alfred. "Air Conditioning for Books and People." 
Architectural Record (June, 1957), 121:231-4. 

Miller, Ernest I. Buildings for Small Public Libraries. Chicago, American 
Library Association, 1950. 

Mohrhardt, C.M. "Buildings and Equipment."" Library Trends (April, 1953), 
1: 514-21. 


Schunk, Russell J. Pointers for Public Libraries Building Planners. Chicago, 
American Library Association, 1945. 


Wheeler, J.L. and Githens, A.M. The American Public Library Building. 
Chicago, American Library Association, 1941. o.p. 


. The Effective Location of Public Library Buildings. (Occa- 
sional Papers, N. 52) Urbana, Univ. of Illinois Library School, 1958. 


School Libraries 


American Association of School Librarians. Dear Mr. Architect. 2d ed. 
1952. American Library Association, 50 E. Huron St., Chicago, Ill. 50¢. 

Douglas, Mary P. Planning and Equipping the School Library. (Pub. No. 257). 
1949. North Carolina State Department of Public Instruction, Raleigh, 
H.C. 25¢. 

Erbes, R.G. "Housing the School Library." Nation's Schools 53:63-76, 
April 1954. (Reprints available for 25¢ in stamps from the American 
Association of School Librarians, 50 E. Huron St., Chicago 11, I11.) 

New York. Planning the School Library. 1955. 6p. University of the 
State of New York, Division of School Buildings and Grounds, State Edu- 
cation Department, Albany, New York. 

. New York Library Association, School Library Section. "Standards 
for Housing the Library."' October, 1956. Mimeo. 3p. 

Wofford, A. "Whither School Libraries?" American School Board Journal 
135:33-36, August 1957. 


College and University Libraries 


Adam, Charles M. The College Library Building. In: Fussler, H. H., ed. 
Function of the Library in the Modern College, p. 62-73. 1954. Univer- 
sity of Chicago. $3.75. Also appeared in: Library Quarterly 24:336- 
47, October, 1954. 

Architect's Concept. Library Journal 81:2762-7, December 1, 1956. 

Gerould, J.T. The College Library Building: Its Planning and Equipment. 
1932. ALA. $2. 

Lyle, G.R. "The Library Building and Equipment." Administration of the 
College Library, p. 539-573. 1949. 2d ed. rev. H.W. Wilson Co., New 
York. $5. 

NOTE! More complete bibliographies are available from 
Library Extension Division. 
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Free and Inexpensive 


MATERIAL 


Listed by Melvin G. Reed, Reference Section 
Furthering Human Brotherhood 


American Jewish Committee. Institute of Human Relations. As the UN probes 
prejudice; observations on the United Nations inquiry into anti-Semitism 
and other forms of religious and racial prejudice. The Committee, 165 
East 56 Street, New York 22, New York. [October, 1960/7. 24p. free. 


Books are bridges; a list of books recommended for children. c1957. 
American Friends Service Committee, 20 South 12th Street, Philadelphia 
7, Pa. (c/o EMC) 64p. 25¢. 


Food and freedom; gearing U. S. farm production to world plenty and peace. 
Conference on Economic Progress, 1001 Connecticut Avenue, N.W., Washing- 
ton 6, D. C. October, 1960. 80p. graphs. 50¢. 


Goodman, Mary Ellen. A primer for parents; educating our children for good 
human relations. Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith, 515 Madison 
Avenue, New York 22, N.Y. 32p. bibliography. illus. 1959. 40¢. 


Handlin, Oscar. American Jews: their story. One Nation Library ser. 


N. Y. Anti-Defamation League, n.d. 48p. illus., glossary, bibliography. 
35¢. 


International Farm Youth Exchange Service. Other hearts in other lands; 
American farm youths visit Israel. N. Y. Anti-Defamation League, in 


co-operation with The National 4-H Club Foundation. n.p. n.d. illus. 
50¢. 


Israel; land of the Bible. The Christian Friends Bulletin, pub. by the 
Anti-Defamation League. illus., maps, bibliography. 39p. 25¢. 


Kennedy, John F. A nation of immigrants. One Nation Library ser. N. Y. 
Anti-Defamation League. n.d. 40p. illus. map. 50¢. 


Montague, Ashley. What we know about "race". One Nation Library ser. 
N. Y. Anti-Defamation League. n.d. 40p. illus. bibliography. 25¢. 


National Conference on Human Relations Education. Current problems and 
issues in human relations education. N. Y. Anti-Defamation League. 
1955. 70p. bibliography. $1. 


The role of the Social Sciences in desegregation: a symposium. N. Y. 
Anti-Defamation League. 1958. 48p. bibliographies. 50¢. 


Van Til, William. Prejudiced—how do people get that way? One Nation 
Library ser. N. Y. Anti-Defamation League. n.d. 3lp. bibliography, 
p. 27-31. 25¢. 
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List of Russian Periodicals in English Translation 


being received by the 


Periodical Reference Section, State Library, Albany, New York 


ABSTRACTS JOURNAL. METALLURGY 


ACADEMY OF SCIENCES, (USSR) BULLETIN 
' Geologic series 


ACADEMY OF SCIENCES, (USSR) BULLETIN 
Dept. of Chemical sciences. News 


ACADEMY OF SCIENCES, (USSR) PRO- 
CEEDINGS Earth sciences section 


ACADEMY OF SCIENCES, (USSR) PRO- 
CEEDINGS Applied physics section 


ACADEMY OF SCIENCES, (USSR) PRO- 
CEEDINGS Botanical sciences 


AUTOMATION EXPRESS 
CHEMISTRY AND CHEMICAL TECHNOLOGY 


CHEMISTRY AND TECHNOLOGY OF FUELS 
AND OILS 


COKE AND CHEMISTRY 
CRYSTALLOGRAPHY 

ELECTRIC TECHNOLOGY (USSR) 
ELECTRONICS EXPRESS 
ENTOMOLOGICAL REVIEW 
INDUSTRIAL LABORATORY 


INSTRUMENTS AND EXPERIMENTAL 
TECHNIQUES 


JOURNAL OF APPLIED MATHEMATICS AND 
MECHANICS 


JOURNAL OF INORGANIC CHEMISTRY 


JOURNAL OF SCIENTIFIC: & APPLIED 
PHOTOGRAPHY & CINEMATOGRAPHY 


JOURNAL OF STRUCTURAL CHEMISTRY 
KINETICS AND CATALYSIS 

MACHINES AND TOOLERY 
MEASUREMENTS TECHNIQUES 

OXYGEN 

PHYSICS EXPRESS 

PHYSICS OF METALS AND METALLOGRAPHY 
PROBLEMS OF ECONOMICS 

PROGRESS OF CHEMISTRY 

RADIO ENGINEERING ELECTRONICS 
RAW AND VULCANIZED RUBBER 
RUSSIAN ENGINEERING JOURNAL 
SOVIET JOURNAL OF ATOMIC ENERGY 
SOVIET METAL TECHNOLOGY 

SOVIET SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
SOVIET SOIL SCIENCE 

STAL (in English) 


TELECOMMUNICATIONS 


eae nerKk ke RR REE 


These translations are available for inter-library loan. 
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THE LIBRARY AND AUTOMATIC TUTORING 


By Irving A. Verschoor 
Director, Library Extension Division 


The American public library has its origins in adult education. Through 
the various epochs of its history, attempts have been made to utilize the 
library as an instrument to teach the various adult segments of our society 
who were not able to participate in the more exclusive formal educational 
opportunities then available. It was usually premised upon group participa- 
tion which invariably led to the classroom, the lyceum, the Chautauqua or 
the lecture hall in a factory. At that point the educational potential of 
the library lost its dynamism and the library was content to array its re- 
sources in an attitude of repose until the educators required them. 


Today the librarian is faced with an unlimited opportunity to help 
individuals to educate themselves in a direct, library-individual relation- 
ship without teachers, classrooms and the administrative paraphernalia of 
formalized education. The revolution that is going on in the world of ed- 
ucation is concerned with automatic tutoring—an instructorless method of 
teaching which represents a type of automation in the classical concept of 
the tutoral method of teaching. 


The material employed in this type of teaching is referred to as pro- 
grammed material or programmed teaching devices which may, or may not be 
used in conjunction with the teaching machine. This new technology of ed- 
ucation was initiated by Professor B.F. Skinner of Harvard and is based 
upon the practical applications of experimental psychology. 


The essential element in the new materials is "feedback", a term 
borrowed from the electronics field. Research in psychology has long ago 
revealed the importance of reward as motivation for learning. Knowledge 
of the correct response is the most important reward that a teacher can 
give to a pupil. To the student, to know that he has answered a question 
correctly is to know that he is understanding and that the educational ex- 
perience is satisfying. Experimentally, it is also known that the more 
frequent the rewards, the better the student assimilates the material. The 
student is presented with the material broken up into small components and 
is tested immediately on the unit. The test result "feedback", "reinforce- 
ment" or "report-to-the-reader" is immediately available to the student and 
is the means of controlling his next step. Should the student not respond 
correctly he is directed by the material to review what he has studied, 
his error is explained to him and he is retested. If he passes the test, 
he is automatically given the next study unit and the next question. 


Materials have been prepared and used successfully in various areas 
of learning, arithmetic, algebra, statistics, music, languages, philosophy, 
physical sciences, social sciences and in many specialized fields peculiar 
to the armed forces. In form, materials may be intrinsically programmed 
textbooks, scrambled workbooks, teaching machines and even adapted to ex- 
isting aural and visual presentation aids. 


The Library Extension Division has been interested in the development 
of these materials for some time and has been studying and experimenting 
with some of the materials for individual instruction in several different 
fields. In the March meeting of the library system personnel it is planned 
to introduce an important phase of this educational work in order to make 
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librarians aware of it. Efforts will be made to encourage systems and 
through the systems, the community libraries, to become familiar with these 
materials and to make them available to the citizens of our State on an 
informed basis. It is our firm conviction that the intelligent handling 

of these newer media by libraries will reestablish libraries in the “adult 
education business" on a sounder basis than ever before, and it is our 
sincere hope that the libraries in New York State will lead the way in this 
endeavor as they have in so many other fields. 


Current interest in improved devices for individualized education is 
growing and it won't be long before educators and librarians are writing. 
and "choosing sides". Are you ready? 


ee 
Legal Matters 


Legislation - Two pieces of library legislation are currently before the 
Legislature: 

1. Senate print #1271, Introductory #1264 Mr. Brydges - Assembly print 
#2111 Introductory #2097 Mr. Waters is designed to amend paragraph c of 
subdivision c of section 273 of the Education Law with reference to the 
expenditures of the preceding calendar year as a basis for the payment of 
state aid in excess of thirty cents per capita to library systems. 

2. Senate print #1487, Introductory #1463 Mr. Brydges - Assembly print 
#2111 Introductory #2097 Mr. Waters follows the recommendation of the Board 
of Regents to permit the establishment of an advisory State Reference and 
Research Library Resources Board. Provision is also made to authorize the 
establishment of regional reference and research library systems throughout 
the state and the payment of state aid to these systems on the basis of $10 
for each student in a chartered institution of higher education in the re- 
gion covered by the system and $5 for each professional worker residing in 
the system area, 


Opinions of Counsel 


Minimum Wage Law - Miss Eastman of the Division of Law of the State Educa- 
tion Department has stated that the provisions of 8 652 of the Labor Law 
applies to part-time librarians in association libraries. [this section 
states that on and after 1 October 1960 every employer shall pay to each 
of his employees in every occupation a wage of not less than $1 per hour. 
Subdivision 5, Section 652 of this law makes specific reference to non- 
profit educational institutions/ 


State Aid - An opinion from Miss Eastman of the Law Division to Mr. Thomas 
of the Division of School Financial Aid states that the state aid to library 
systems will be paid on the 1960 census. In a further opinion to the Di- 
rector of the Library Extension Division with reference to the Governor's 
Message to the Legislature - Miss Eastman states: 

I presume the Governor in his message had reference to the per capita 
aid for municipalities which is provided under Section 54 of the State 
Finance Law. 

As you know, the provisions of this section are not applicable to library 
systems and it is my understanding that there is no present intention to 
introduce any amendment to the Education Law to permit library systems to 
use the 1950 census where that is more favorable. 
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“PUBLIC LIBRARY: 


GENERAL NEWS 
Prepared by Ida M. Cohen, Reference, and Library Extension Staff 


Reference and Research Library Resources: A bill providing for a coopera- 
tive program of acquisition and sharing of knowledge by strengthening and 
coordinating reference and research library resources in New York State 
was introduced in the State Legislature. It was introduced to the Senate 
by Senator Brydges (Introd. no. 1463, print no. 1487) and to the Assembly 
by Assemblyman Waters (Introd. no. 2097, print no. 2111). 

The bill provides for a reference and research library resources board, 
appointed by the Regents upon recommendation of the Commissioner, to re- 
view and recommend plans submitted by the proposed regional reference and 
research library systems, advise on the development of plans and policies 
for the establishment of a cooperative reference and research library pro- 
gram and make recommendations in respect to budgeting for the program. 

It provides also for the establishment of systems. A majority of the 
members of the governing bodies of twoor more chartered educational insti- 
tutions would be able to request the establishment of such a system for 
a particular area, for the purpose of the cooperative use, development and 
expansion of the reference and research library facilities for students 
of institutions and other library users of the area. Educational insti- 
tutions and public or private agencies or corporations would be able to 
enter into contracts with the board of trustees of a system for the purpose 
of providing for the services, facilities and staff for the system area. 

Provision is made also for an apportionment of State aid for regional 
reference and research library systems. This includes an annual grant to 
the system of $10 for each student enrolled in all the chartered institu- 
tions of higher education in the region served. 

Standards for maintaining the system would be set by the Commissioner 
and would cover the minimum number of libraries required in an area to 
form a system, the extension of system services and use of its resources, 
the collecting of library materials, the provision of adequate personnel, 
the supply of adequate aids in locating materials, effective administrative 
and communication techniques, and insurance that the utilization of funds 
provided is for additional and expanded library services beyond that avail- 
able from already existing funds. 

Finally, it provides for the annual appropriation of $5 to the Depart- 
ment of Education for each professional worker in the State for adminis- 
trative services in connection with the establishment of five regional 
reference and research library systems, and for the necessary exploratory, 
negotiatory and constructive measures attendant on such a program. This 
includes providing appropriate compensation for building and maintaining 
research book collections and extending their use on a statewide basis, 
developing bibliographic tools to make the most effective use of such re- 
search materials, establishing bibliographic and information centers for 
identifying and locating research materials, and coordinating the state 
program with library activities on a national basis and with other state 
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agencies so that the residents of the State may have prompt and convenient 
access to reference and research library resources. 

"Knowledge Is Power," a pamphlet edited by Dr. Charles F. Gosnell, State 
Librarian and Assistant Commissioner of Education, and issued by the Educa- 
tion Department, contains the official statement by the Regents and describes 
the need for adequate support and development of the library research and 
reference resources in the State. This pamphlet is now available and has 
been sent to all public and college libraries in New York State. If you 
have not received a copy, please write for one to Peter Paulson, Gift and 
Exchange Section, New York State Library, Albany 1. 

Dr. Gosnell spoke on this subject at the Midwinter session of the American 
Library Association at Chicago on January 31. 


Chancellor Brosnan Honored: Chancellor John F. Brosnan retires from the 
Board of Regents on April 1 and the State Library thereby becomes the cus- 
todian of an original draft of "George Clinton's Reply to the Address of 
the Kingston Committee", August 24, 1777. Regent Carl H. Pforzheimer, 
president of the Carl and Lily Pforzheimer Foundation, Inc., whose father 
acquired the manuscript, presented it to the Board of Regents in honor of 
Chancellor Brosnan. It was received by Governor Rockefeller in New York 
City. In addition to being the first Governor of New York State, General 
Clinton was the first Chancellor of the Board of Regents. Chancellor Brosnan 
was elected to the office of Chancellor in September 1958 and is the 27th 
Chancellor of the Regents. The final draft of "George Clinton's Reply" is 
in the New York State Library but was badly damaged in the Capitol fire 

of 1911, so that the State Library is fortunate to acquire the complete 
manuscript letter. It will be framed by the Pforzheimer Foundation and 
will become the permanent display property of the State Library. 


The annual 
New York State public librarians' professional examination has been sched- 
uled this year for Saturday, April 29, 1961. This examination serves to 
fulfill one of the requirements for the public librarians’ professional 
certification, and also establishes a list of candidates eligible for en- 
trance-level positions in public libraries in New York State subject to 
Civil Service. To be eligible for participation, applicants must have com- 
pleted, or expect to complete by October 1, 1961, five years of college, 
one of which was devoted to the attainment of a library science degree from 
an approved library school. 

The 1961 professional examination, jointly sponsored by the New York 
State Education Department and the Civil Service Department, will be con- 
ducted in Albany, Buffalo, New York City and Syracuse. An effort to es- 
tablish additional examination centers in other states will be made if 
sufficient numbers of candidates are interested. 

Announcements giving details about both the certification and civil 
service aspects of the test will be mailed shortly to all public libraries 
in New York State, to library schools, and to individuals holding the pub- 
lic librarians’ provisional certificate. Additional announcements and 
application blanks may be obtained from either the Division of Library 
Extension of the New York State Education Department, or from the Civil 
Service Department. Applications will be accepted until March 27 for the 
Civil Service and April 15 for certification. 


State Library Exhibit: The February display in the rotunda of the State 
Library is in honor of the Canal Society of New York State which met in 
Albany on February 4 and 5. Dr. Gosnell spoke to the group February 4 on 
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"Resources of the State Library Relating to the History of the New York 
State Canals."" Highlights of the exhibit are the 1817 manuscript law au- 
thorizing the beginning of the construction of the Erie Canal, Christopher 
Colles' proposal of 1786 for the building of a canal across the State, 
papers relating to the earliest New York State canals built by the Western 
Inland Lock and Navigation Company, original early journals of trips made 
on the canal, including those by Amos Eaton, Stewart Scott and Aaron Hamton, 
and early broadsides, pictures, maps, bills of lading, canal directories, 
a list of the names of the holders of stock "of a million loan and of the 
several Canal loans" 1820, and many other items exciting to canal aficio- 
nados. Adding variety to the exhibit is a collection of porcelain plates 
with painted canal views and an Edward Lamson Henry painting of a scene 

on the canal, lent by the Albany Institute of History and Art. 


Checklists Available: Two more sections of the New York State Library's 
holdings are now available in printed form: "Checklist of Books and Pam- 
phlets in American History," which covers the Americas, including the 
United States, Canada, Mexico, the Caribbean and Central and South America; 
and "Checklist of Books and Pamphlets in Science and Technology," which 
includes all the subjects in the Dewey Decimal Classification 500 and 600 
classes with the exception of ethnology and anthropology. If you are in- 
terested in having one or both of these catalogs, write to Peter Paulson, 
Gift and Exchange Section, New York State Library, Albany l. 


Fine Old Irish Tune Provided 


Green Sabres for Inauguration 


When the Green Sabres 
of Schuylerville strut down 
Pennsylvania Avenue in the 
Kennedy inaugural parade, 
they will burst into an Irish 
marching air called “The 
Boys of Wexford.” 

Music by courtesy of the 
New York State Library. 

The Green Sabres were 
recently invited by Michael 


Prendergast, Democratic 
state chairman, to be the 
musical unit representing 
New York State im the 
parade. They are a crack 
drum-and-bugle corps. 

As an afterthought, the 
Democratic State Commit- 
tee asked the corps to play 
as one of its numbers, “The 
Boys of Wexford.” Some of 


the Kennedy ancestry hailed 
from County Wexford in 
Ireland. 


The corps was temporar- 
ily stymied because it didn’t 
have the music. Its instrue- 
tor, Bradford Longdo, ap- 
pealed to a Troy music 


store, which didn’t have 
the piece either but said it 
would try to order same. 
Meanwhile, word got 
around the Hudson River 
village. Mrs. Charles Haas, 
librarian of the Schuyler- 
ville library, appealed to 
the Southern Adirondack 
Library central offices at 
Ballston Spa. From there, 
Wednesday morning, a tele- 
type measage went to the 
State Library in Albany. 
The State Library has a 
large collection of old mu- 
sic. Its staff quickly located 
a copy of the melody and 
words of “The Boys of Wex- 
ford” and sent it special 
delivery to Schuylerville. 


No orchestration ‘being 
available, Longdo — who is 
music teacher in Waterford 
High School and instructor 
to several high-grade drum- 
and-bugle corps—sat down 
with it yesterday and ar- 
ranged the simple melody 
into the nine-part harmony 
which the corps uses with 
its variety of bugles, It was 
rehearsed last night. 

The Green Sabres (alias 
Pride of the North) will 
leave Schuylerville the night 
oi Jan. 19 in two chartered 
buses for Washington and 
their part in the inaugura- 
tion of President John F. 
Kennedy. 

They were organized in 
1949 and are managed by 
Angelo Gentile. Their selec- 
tion to represent -this state 
in the parade was from 
among more than 100 appli- 
cations by musical organi 
zations. 


The above clipping is from The Times-Union, Albany, N.Y., January 7, 1961 
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Nettie Howard and Evelyn Nelson Retire: With the retirement on February 

8, 1961 of Nettie G. Howard, Library Extension Division loses the services 
of a valued and dedicated staff member. Ending a professional career that 
spans more than 30 years in Traveling Libraries (now Special Services), 

she plans the enjoyment of many leisure-time activities. Previous to em- 
ployment with New York State she worked in the Troy Public Library as a 
general assistant. Mrs. Howard has been recognized for her work with the 
foreign language collections and more recently, for the organization of 
phonorecord service in the State. Her musical background helped enormously 
in establishing this service. 

Mrs. Howard expects to continue to play the violin in the Albany Symphony 
Orchestra, to travel and to participate in the famous Glidden Tours of 
antique cars. (She shares her husband's enthusiasm for old automobiles.) 
Enough hours for gardening, a longtime hobhy, now seem possible. Her co- 
workers and associates who will greatly miss Nettie feel sure that she 
holds the keys to a bright and busy future. Jack B. Spear 


The retirement of Evelyn Eleanor Nelson on February 23, 1961 is announced 
with great regret by the State Library. Miss Nelson has been a valued mem- 
ber of the library staff since 1929. An excellent bibliographer and skilled 
reference librarian, she has been the senior member of the reference desk 
staff for the last 10 years. 

Miss Nelson is a native of Granville, N.Y. She received her undergrad- 
uate training at Smith College and her library training at New York State 
Library School in Albany which subsequently became the School of Library 
Service at Columbia University. After graduation Miss Nelson spent several 
years doing reference work in public libraries in Kalamazoo, Michigan; 
Superior, Wisconsin; and Dayton, Ohio. She then returned to Albany and 
has been on the staff of the State Library ever since. 

Miss Nelson has left many "footprints on the sands" at the State Library. 
Her contributions to its organization and services will be long remembered. 
At one time she helped to reorganize the famous rare book collection of 
the library, and the location symbols which she assigned are still known 
as "Nelson Numbers". She has helped to train many new members of the staff 
and innumerable library attendants. Due in large part to the excellence 
of her guidance, many of these young people are now taking important places 
in the library profession and are helping to shape its future. Library 
borrowers and librarians throughout the State are familiar with Miss Nelson's 
signature on letters answering their most difficult queries and the process 
of authorship has in many cases been materially aided by her careful work. 
In the acknowledgments given by Isabelle K. Savell to those who helped her 
with her delightful brochure on the Executive Mansion in Albany, she says: 
"Thanks are also due to...Miss Evelyn Nelson...who entered into the search 
for Mansion materials with tireless efficiency and zest..." 

Tireless efficiency and zest have indeed characterized all of Miss 
Nelson's work in the library. The author of this inadequate essay finds 
it difficult to imagine the Reference Section without her, so great has 
been her contribution to its work. Mason L. Tolman 


Staff Notes: Mary E. FitzGerald, head of the Library for the Blind, is 
author of a valuable article in the January Wilson Bulletin on "Sources 
of Reading Materials for the Blind." Librarians will find this data most 
helpful as well as the information given on agencies that will provide 
reading aids, statistics and other relevant material about blindness and 
blind persons. Lists of Regional Libraries and agencies concerned with 
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the blind are appended. The New York State Library for the Blind, a sec- 
tion of the Library Extension Division, serves all New York State, with 
the exception of New York City and Long Island, and the state of Vermont. 
— Mrs. Ruth R. Gambee has resigned from the position of assistant librar- 
ian, Book Information Section, to accompany her husband, Budd Gambee, to 
Ann Arbor, Michigan, where he will complete work toward his doctorate in 
librarianship at the University. Mr. Gambee is on leave from his position 
of associate professor at State College of Education at Albany. — Frances 
M. Roche has retired after more than 40 years of service in the Library 
Extension Division. She was for many years in charge of order work for 
Traveling Libraries as a library assistant. With the 1960 reorganization 
of that section, she transferred to the Science and Technology Section of 
the State Library from which she retired. 


LOCAL ACTIVITIES 


Cayuga. Norbert Bernstein has been appointed librarian of the Seymour 
Library, Auburn. He was formerly director of the Catalog, Order: and 
Processing Department of the Youngstown, Ohio Public Library. He also 
worked in the Preparations Branch, Reference Department of the New York 
Public Library. 


Columbia. This photo of 
children using the 
Hudson Area Library 
was reproduced on the 
1961 calendar of the 
Hudson-Register Star 
and distributed to 
subscribers. 


Dutchess. Two film pro- 
grams were recently 
given at the Adriance 
Memorial Library, 
Poughkeepsie, one on 
"Primitive and Folk 
Art," the other on 
"American Arts and 
Crafts of the Eight- 
eenth and Nineteenth 
Centuries."' The new American film "N.Y., N.Y." was shown prior to 
"Hands That Made America and Painting in America," while films on the 
tradition of folk art in Europe and America were related to one on 
Grandma Moses, of Eagle Bridge, N.Y. 


Erie. On January 1 the Amherst Town Library came into existence, including 
the Eggertsville-Snyder Branch Library and the Williamsville Amherst 
Library. Mrs. Marietta H. McGraw, an experienced branch librarian, 
is the director. — New staff members of the Buffalo and Erie County 
Public Library are Kathleen Dooley, who has had public, hospital, high 
school, college and university library experience; and Grace Ackerman, 
of the Catalog Department. 


Fulton. A "new look" program at the Gloversville Free Library has resulted 
in the refinishing of the lecture hall and historical and genealogical 
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rooms on the second floor of the building. Freshly repainted and re- 
paired, they match the reading room on the first floor and the young 
adults' room in the east wing of the second floor which were done two 
years ago. The renovation plan includes the future repainting of the 
children's room. — Book circulation for 1960, with a total of 136,202, 
surpassed 1959 by 9,262, Mrs. Catherine Costello, Gloversville librarian, 
reported to the Rotary Club recently. Service to book-hungry folk in 
outlying areas is being expanded. 


Livingston. The Caledonia Library Association has voted to join the Liv- 
ingston County Library System, making 100 percent representation in the 
system which has been in operation since 1956. 


Mohawk Valley. The Mohawk Valley Library Association bookmobile began its 
service to residents of Fulton, Montgomery and Schoharie counties on 
February 1, 1961. Broadalbin, Fulton county, was selected as the first 
stop. The weather was four below zero at 9 a.m., but coffee and dough- 
nuts, arranged by Mrs. Byron Child and Mrs. Ara Dildilian, Mohawk Valley 
Library Association trustees, kept borrowers warm. During the bookmo- 
bile's stay from 9:30-10:45 a.m., it was so crowded that people had to 
wait in line to get on. Fifty-five adults and two children registered. 
For the first two weeks each borrower was allowed only two books, after 
this a maximum of 10 may be borrowed. The bookmobile was greeted with 
enthusiasu at all its stops, with borrowers walking as far as two miles 
to get books. It will be on the road Monday, Wednesday, and Friday of 
each week, with schedules on a two-week basis. Until a bookmobile li- 
brarian is appointed, Ruth A. Weber, Deputy Director, is acting as book- 
mobile librarian. Headquarters for the Mohawk Valley bookmobile have 
been established at 2910 Campbell Avenue, Schenectady, N.Y. 


Monroe. In his "State of the Library" message on January 13, J. Frank 
Traynor, president of the Rochester Public Library board, reviewed the 
10-year progress of the library, pointing out that “library circulation 
has increased from 1,307,989 in 1950 to 2,130,000 in 1960, including 
film use of 6,819 increased to 27,427, and recordings from 0 to 77,494. 
Many new services and programs have been successfully initiated, while 
salaries have more than doubled. — At a meeting of the Friends of the 
Cornell Public Library in Ithaca, Harold Hacker, RPL director, spoke 
on "Librarians and Laymen: A New Partnership." — Jane Salter has re- 
tired after 16 years in the Extension Department. 


Montgomery. The Frothingham Free Library in Fonda is now a member of the 
Mohawk Library Association. 


Nassau. Latest member of the Nassau Library System is the Bryant Library, 
the first public library in Nassau and one of the oldest in the State. 
It was founded in 1878 by William Cullen Bryant, poet and journalist, 
often referred to as the "Father of American Poetry." Daniel Newton 
is the library's new director. 


New York. Anne Carroll Moore, first children's librarian in the New York 
Public Library, died January 20, 1961 at her home in New York City. 
Miss Moore organized the library's services to children in 1906 and 
headed the department until her retirement in 1941. She urged the in- 
troduction of a children's room in the Fifth Ave. and 42nd St. building 
and innovated the popular storytelling for boys and girls and picture 
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book hours for the very young. Champion of better books and wore 1t- 
tractive juvenile libraries, Miss Moore wrote, lectured, served as 
critic and received many honorary degrees and awards, among them, the 
Constance Lindsay Skinner gold medal for "outstanding work as a pioneer 
in the field of better books for children." 


Pioneer. On January 1 Ontario and Wyoming Counties joined the Pioneer Li- 
brary System. PLS is now a five-county system with two bookmobiles, 
serving 64 libraries, the largest number of libraries in any system in 
New York State. Wyoming and Ontario will contract with the Monroe County 
Library System for centralized processing of books and inter-library 
loan services. Wyoming will contract with Livingston, and Ontario with 
Wayne for administrative services. 


Ramapo Catskill. Two new members of the system from Orange County are: 
Mountainville Free Library and Albert Wisner Memorial Library of Warwick. 


Rockland. A special collection devoted to Tappan and Orangetown history 
is being planned by the Tappan Library. The creation of the new section 
was prompted by a sizeable donation from George Garrecht 3rd in memory 
of his father George Garrecht Jr., a longtime resident of Tappan who 
had an intense and continuing interest in regional history. A section 
of shelves will be devoted to Mr. Garrecht Jr's memory. 


Suffolk. A highly successful course in "Securities and Investing" given 
by the New York Stock Exchange was sponsored by the trustees of the Bay 
Shore Public Library. Publicity, much of which was furnished by the 
Investors Information Program of the Exchange, was sent to local news- 
papers, radio stations and civic organizations, and 130 registered for 
the tuition-free, educational project. The eight lectures, presented 
by experienced brokers, all representatives of New York Stock Exchange 
member firms, covered subjects ranging from types of securities to ad- 
vanced investing techniques. Supplemented by films and other visual 
aids, financial sheets from newspapers and annual reports of corpora- 
tions, the talks were followed by lively and provocative discussion 
periods. The Bay Shore Library distributed a bibliography of its busi- 
ness services, books and periodicals, and books were borrowed from the 
New York State Library because the enrollment was so large. The New 
York Stock Exchange will cooperate with any library wishing to sponsor 
a similar course. 


Ulster. On January 5 the Kingston Common Council held an extraordinary 
session with members of the Kingston City Library board to discuss bud- 
getary problems of the library. After hearing about the library's prog- 
ress during the past year, the Council voted an increase in approriation 
that more than doubled the budget in the past two years. Arnold P. 
Sable, library director, writes: "We've been the subject of much local 
publicity lately because of the above: front page news...comment." 


Westchester. Mary McGonagle is now director of the Croton Free Library. 
— Emanuel Dondy, formerly director of the Northport Public Library, 
is now assistant director, Mt. Vernon Public Library. 


Correction: It was incorrectly stated in the December, 1960-January, 1961 
Bookmark that Johnstown Public Library is a member of the Mohawk Valley 
Library Association. The new MVLA members are: Frothingham Free Library, 
Fonda and Gloversville Free Library. 
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ROBERT D. LEIGH, 1890-1961 


Those attending the Midwinter Conference of the American Library Asso- 
ciation were saddened by the death of Dr. Robert D. Leigh on January 31. 
Dr. Leigh died in a Chicago hospital as the result of a heart attack while 
en route to the Midwinter Conference. Although he had retired from the 
deanship of the School of Library Service in 1959, he was actively engaged 
in research work including the new project for a survey of the role of the 
states in library service. As director of this Carnegie-sponsored survey, 
Dr. Leigh had intended to meet with the committee in Chicago to develop 
final plans for implementing the field studies. 


Dr. Leigh first came to the attention of those of us in the library 
field when he became director of the Public Library Inquiry in 1947. Shortly 
after, in 1950, he became visiting professor at the School of Library Serv- 
ice, Columbia University, bringing to this position a new concept in the 
library world. His interest in communications and in the library as an 
instrument of communication went back to a position he held in 1941 as di- 
rector of the Foreign Broadcast Intelligence Service of the Federal Commu- 
nications Committee, which in turn led to his work on freedom of the press 
in 1943 and 1944. Dr. Leigh became Acting Dean of the School of Library 
Service in 1954 and became Dean in 1956. During the period of association 
with Columbia University Dr. Leigh rendered notable service to the library 
situation in New York State as a member of the Committee on Library Stand- 
ards in 1950, again as a member of the Commissioner's Committee on Public 
Library Service in 1957, and with service on the committee that drafted 
standards to accompany the revised legislation. 


By profession, Dr. Leigh was a political scientist, but his natural 
bent toward administration led him to become the first president of Ben- 
nington College in 1928. As an educator and teacher, he again made dis- 
tinguished contributions to the field of librarianship. His seminars at 
Columbia on library education were outstanding examples of his ability to 
present the broad movements in various parts of the world to enable the 
students to grasp them, and encourage them to make their own contributions 
in this field. An example of this type of teaching is to be found in the 
book that Dr. Leigh edited in 1954 entitled "Major Problems in the Educa- 
tion of Librarians." 


Dr. Leigh's last professional comment was on the report of the Commis- 
sioner's Committee on Reference and Research Library Resources in a letter 
to S. Gilbert Prentiss. Dr. Leigh's reaction was that this report and the 
legislative efforts that are being made to implement it constitute a pioneer 
piece of work. He offered unqualified enthusiasm for the proposals which 
can only mean better service for all library users. 


We in New York State have every reason to be proud of our system of 
library service and to thank Dr. Leigh for the very important contribution 
he has made in so many of out endeavors. Dr. Leigh was married this autumn 
to Mrs, Carma Zimmerman, the State Librarian of California, and to Mrs. 
Leigh we extend our deepest sympathy for her great loss. 


Irving A. Verschoor 
Director, Library Extension Division 
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The Natural History of the Librarian 


By Hardin Craig, Jr. 
Librarian and Professor of History at Rice University 


"It is not uncommon for a writer to say that no profession is more 
misunderstood than his own. This is especially true of librarianship, and 
the complaint is made more poignant by the doubts which have been expressed 
as to whether it is indeed a profession. 


"Actually there seems to be no reason to withhold the cachet of 'pro- 
fession' from the pursuit of library science. The characteristics by which 
one distinguishes a profession are most of them present: those engaged in 
a profession are usually clannish and conscious of their mutual interests; 
librarians cling together like bees at swarming time. A profession should 
have its own jargon incomprehensible to others, or at least a highly spe- 
cialized vocabulary; this is undoubtedly true of librarians, although in 
this respect they cannot compete with the sociologists. There should be 
a specialized professional literature and periodicals devoted to its dis- 
semination, and in fact there is a large body of library literature, both 
general and specialized. 


"A profession should have a code of ethics, high-minded and idealistic, 
although occasionally a bit snobbish and infuriating to the laity, as in 
the medical profession; librarians possess such a code, part written, part 
understood. There is usually a formal post-graduate training for a pro- 
fession, centered on the study of a body of theory and not merely the 
learning of techniques, with a final granting of degrees; this is also true 
of library science, although a few librarians slip in at the back door. 
In the opinion of many, there should be a sense of dedication in under- 
taking a profession, and its practitioners should feel that they are serving 
humanity and even be willing to accept comparatively low financial rewards 


in doing so; this is certainly true of many librarians and should be true 
of all. 


"One of the most interesting and creditable characteristics of li- 
brarians is their fierce sense of democracy. They will not tolerate, so 
far as they are able to prevent it, any discrimination based on color, 
race, religion, or sex. That women are not discriminated against is not 
surprising, since librarianship was one of the first professions open to 
and considered respectable for women. Lady librarians outnumber the men 
at least three to one; remove the women and all libraries would have to 
close tomorrow. 


..."Whatever his function in the library, he or she [the librarian/ 
is a good deal more than a label-pasting, book-mending drudge. He has with 
some consistency stood for democratic principles and intellectual freedom. 
He believes in books, although he has little time to read them himself. 
He has a lot of rules and procedures which he at least believes are neces- 
sary to provide good service. It may take time, but if you will leave your 
name and address, he will get you the book." 


From AAUP Bulletin; a publication of the American Association of University 
Professors, December 1960. Reprinted with permission. 








